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A pouch comprising opposing flexible panels having first and second lateral edges, a 
bottom edge, and a top edge, at least the first lateral edge and the second lateral edge 
being sealed, defining an inner cavity; each of the first and the second lateral edges 
comprising a concave surface and a convex surface, wherein the concave surface of 
the first lateral edge is substantially opposite the convex surface of the second lateral 
edge and tiAconvex surface of the first lateral edge is substantially opposite the 
concave surface of the second lateral edge. 

The pouch of claim 1 wherein at least one of the first and the second lateral edges is 
substantially S-shaped. 

The pouch of claim 1 i*tfierein each hi the first and the second lateral edges 
comprises at least one reVtilinearportion. 



The pouch of claim 3 wherein said at least one rectilinear portion of each of the first 



and the second 



The pouch of c 



ateral edges i&obsflfioned near a top of the pouch. 



aim 3 wherein/saiV at least one rectilinear portion of each of the first 



and the second lateral edges ip posiuonect^ar a bottom oftfie-pouch. 



6. The pouch of claina 1 whetein each of\he first and the second lateral edges 
comprises a first rectilinear portion and a second rectilinear portion, the first 
rectilinear portion of each lateral edge bemg positioned near a top of the pouch and 
the second rectilinear portion of each laten^ edge being positioned near a bottom of 
the pouch. 



7. 



The pouch of claim 1 comprising a base for supporting the pouch in an upright 
position. \ 
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8. The pouch of claim 7 wherein the base comprises a curved section. 

Theipouch of claim 1 comprising a pour spout defined by a channel in a sealed edge 
of the pouch communicating with the inner cavity of the pouch. 



10. 



The pouch of claim 9 wherein the channel defines a drinking straw. 



11. The pouch of claim 9 wherein the pour spout comprises a first sealed edge portion, a 
slit positioned in the first sealed edge portion, and a second sealed edge portion 
having a ribbed section and a non-ribbed section, the non-ribbed section of the 
second sealeu edge portion being substantially opposite the slit. 



12. 



13. 



A pouch comprising opposing flexible panels having first and second lateral edges, a 
bottom edge, and a top edge, at least the first lateral edge and the second lateral edge 
being sealed, demiing*Sritii^r cavity; and a pour spout defined by a channel in a 
sealed edge of tlj^\pouch comim^nicating with the inner cavity of the pouch; wherein 
each of the first ana the s* cond lateral edges comprises a concave surface, a convex 



and wherein 



;he concave 



convex surf* ce of the 



edge is subs 



surface, and qt least Ibne rtitilinear portion positioned near a bottom of the pouch, 



rface of the first lateral edge is substantially opposite the 
oiid lateral edge and the convex surface of the first lateral 



antially opposite the concave surface of the^second lateral edge. 



A pouch comprising oppo&ngvQexible panflsiiaving first and second lateral edges, a 
bottom edge, \nd a towedgei at least the first lateral edge and the second lateral edge 
being sealed, denning an inner cavity; the first lateral edge comprising a concave 
surface and the second lateral edge comprising a convex surface, wherein the 
concave surface of the first lateral edge is substantially opposite the convex surface 
of the second lateral edge. 



14. 



A pouch comprising opposing flexible^ panels having first and second lateral edges, a 
bottom edge, and a top edge, at least thkfirst lateral edge and the second lateral edge 
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ieing sealed, defining an inner cavity; each of the first and the second lateral edges 
comprising a non-rectilinear portion, wherein a distance between the first and the 
secbnd lateral edges is substantially the same for all elevations of the pouch. 

15. The pjouch of claim 14 wherein at least one of the first and the second lateral edges 
is substantially S-shaped. 

16. The pouVh of claim 14 wherein each of the first and the second lateral edges 
comprised at least one rectilinear portion. 

17. The pouch ot claim 16 wherein said at least one rectilinear portion of each of the 
first and the second lateral edges is positioned near a top of the pouch. 



18. 



19. 



The pouch of claun 16 wherein said at least one rectilinear portion of each of the 
first and the second literalted^fesjs positioned near a bottom of the pouch. 

The pouch of claip K whe rein each of the first and the second lateral edges 
comprises a first rectilinear pbrtion and a second rectilinear portion, the first 
rectilinear porticn of eacK ateral edge being positioned/lear a top of the pouch and 
the second rectilinear portion of each lateral edge b^ing positioned near a bottom of 
the pouch. 




20. The pouch of clainH<compris\ng a base for supporting the pouch in an upright 
position. 




2 1 . The pouch of claim 20 wherein the Base comprises a curved section. 

22. The pouch of claim 14 comprising a pour spout defined by a channel in a sealed 
edge of the pouch communicating with tnfe inner cavity of the pouch. 



23. 



The pouch of claim 22 wherein the channel 



Tines a drinking straw. 
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24. Tne pouch of claim 22 wherein the pour spout comprises a first sealed edge portion, 
a slit positioned in the first sealed edge portion, and a second sealed edge portion 
havirtg a ribbed section and a non-ribbed section, the non-ribbed section of the 
second sealed edge portion being substantially opposite the slit. 



25. A pouch comprising opposing flexible panels having first and second lateral edges, a 
bottom edge, and a top edge, at least the first lateral edge and the second lateral edge 
being sealed^ defining an inner cavity; and a pour spout defined by a channel in a 
sealed edge ofithe pouch communicating with the inner cavity of the pouch; wherein 
each of the first and the second lateral edges comprises a non-rectilinear portion and 
at least one rectilinear portion positioned near a bottom of the pouch, and wherein a 
distance between the first and the second lateral edges is substantially the same for 
all elevations of thexpouch. 



26. A pouch comprising oWosina fle^i^le panels having first and second lateral edges, a 
bottom edge, and a top \dge, It least the first lateral edge and the second lateral edge 
being sealed, defining anVnnencavity; a first sealed edge portion; a slit positioned in 
the first sealed edge portion; /anil a second sealed edge portion having a ribbed 
section and a non-ribbed seraion,Vhe non-ribbed section of the second sealed edge 
portion being substantially ippositVthe slit. 



27. The pouch of claim 26 wherein the slit comprises a notched section. 



28. A pouch comprising opposing flexible panels having first and second lateral edges, a 
bottom edge, and a top edge, at leasKthe first lateral edge and the second lateral edge 
being sealed, defining an inner cavity\ a first sealed edge portion; a second sealed 
edge portion adjoining the first sealed edge portion to form a corner; a sealed section 
extending generally between the first sealed edge portion and the second sealed edge 
portion to define an opening; and a slit foraied in the first sealed edge portion at a 
position intermediate the sealed section and\he corner such that the distance 
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betoveen the first edge portion at the location of the slit to the second edge portion is 
not substantially less than the size of the opening. 



29. An apparatus for forming a pouch comprising: 

a. apouch forming component for assembling the pouch from at least one web 
ofpouch-forming material; 

b. abitt om sealing component for sealing a bottom edge of the pouch; 

c. a top sealing component for sealing a top edge of the pouch; 

d. an end sealing component for sealing a lateral edge of the pouch to provide a 
lateral edge having a concave portion and a convex portion; 

e. a filling component for filling the pouch with a fill material; and 



31. 



a cutting coniponent for cutting the lateral edge along the concave and 



convex portion! 



30. The apparatus of claim^9^hereiiHhe pouch forming component forms a pouch 



having a front pan 
material. 




ase from a single web of pouch-forming 



The apparatus of claim 30 wherein the pouch-forming component forms the base as 
a gysset positioned between theVcont panel and the rear panel of the pouch. 



32. The apparatus if claim 29 wherein tnfe^op sealing competent comprises a pour 
spout forming section for forming a pbur sp^m£afthe top edge of the pouch. 



33. The apparatus of cfaimjb wherein the tdp sealing component comprises a slit 
forming component. 



34. 



The apparatus of claim 32 wherein the top sealing component comprises a notch 
forming component. \ 
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3d. The apparatus of claim 29 wherein the end sealing component comprises a rib 
forcing portion for forming the lateral edge with a ribbed section. 

36. The apparatus of claim 35 wherein the rib forming portion is positioned along the 
end sealing component such that the ribbed section of the lateral edge terminates at a 
preselectecmistance from the top edge of the pouch. 

37. The apparatus of claim 29 wherein the cutting component comprises a cutting knife 
having a concave\cutting surface and a convex cutting surface. 



38. A process for forming a pouch comprising: 

a. assembling thepouch from at least one web of pouch-forming material; 

b. sealing a bottom\dg e of the pouch; 

c. sealing a top edge i^the pouch; 

d. sealing a first lateral^dge of^e pouch to provide a lateral edge having a 



39. 



e. 
f. 



concave portion ahd a qonveflt portion; 
:n with a fi 



filling the poucr 
sealing a seco/d lateral ec^ 
concave portijbn and a convi 



g. cutting the second lateral ei 



11 fiaterial; 

of the pouch to provide a lateral edge having a 
portion; and 

along the concave and convex portions. 



arising: 



An apparatus for forming a poucH cor 

a. a pouch forming component for^ss^jnbiing the pouch from at leastone web 
of pouch- forming material; 

a bottom sealing corTiponent for sealing bottom edge of the pouch; 
a top sealing component for sealing a ton edge of the pouch; 
an end sealing component for sealing a lateral edge of the pouch to provide a 
substantially S-shaped lateral edge; 

e. a filling component for filling the pouch with a fill material; and 

f. a cutting component for cutting along the substantially S-shaped lateral edge. 



b. 
c. 
d. 
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40. the apparatus of claim 39 wherein the pouch forming component forms a pouch 
having a front panel, a rear panel, and a base from a single web of pouch-forming 
material. 



41 . The apparatus of claim 40 wherein the pouch- forming component forms the base as 
a gusset positioned between the front panel and the rear panel of the pouch. 



42. The apparatusW claim 39 wherein the top sealing component comprises a pour 
spout forming section for forming a pour spout near the top edge of the pouch. 

43. The apparatus of c|aim 42 wherein the top sealing component comprises a slit 
forming component 

44. The apparatus of clairr^ 42 wherein the top sealing component comprises a notch 
forming component. 

45. The apparatus of j&aim 3 & wherein the end sealing component comprises a rib 
forming portion for forming tHp lateral edge with a ribbed section. 



46. The apparatus of claim 45 wMrein the rib forming portion is positioned along the 
end sealing c >mponent such/that the ribbed section of the lateral edge terminates at a 
preselected d [stance from the top\e<h$e of the pouch. 

47. The apparatus of claim 3 9^ wherein the cutting component comprises a cutting knife 
having a substantially S-shaped cutting surface. 



48. A process for forming a pouch comprising: 

least one web of pouch-forming material; 



a. assembling the pouch from at 

b. sealing a bottom edge of the pouch^ 

c. sealing a top edge of the pouch; 
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saaling a first lateral edge of the pouch to provide a substantially S-shaped 
lateral edge; 

ing the pouch with a fill material; 
se^Ljag-a-s^cond lateral edge of the pouch to provide a substantially S-shaped 

:d 

mg the substantially S-shaped second lateral edge. 



49. The process o^C 
occur s 



aim 48 wherein the filling and second lateral edge sealing steps 



